
CALL FOR APPLICANTS 2026-2027 
Impact Scholar Community Mentorship Program 

 
After a successful third year of our mentorship program, we are excited to announce the fourth 
iteration of the Impact Scholar Mentorship Program. The program represents our dedicated 
efforts to actively support early-career researchers in fostering scholarly engagement and, the 
focus for this year, impactful careers. Through mentorship, resources, and peer-to-peer 
guidance, our goal is to empower early-career researchers, helping them cultivate confidence 
and recognition as engaged scholars in their fields. 
 
The new cohort of the Impact Scholar Mentorship Program starts October 2026! Our intent 
for the new cohort is to give 10-12 early career researchers (PhD students, Postdoctoral 
Fellows, Assistant Professors) studying a novel set of social and environmental challenges from 
around the world access to the best minds in academia. Accordingly, we partnered with leading 
scholars in the field to join us as mentors. See this year’s program details below: 
 

Date  Topic Mentors 

Oct. 12 Peer Meeting  

Oct. 26 Build Your Scholarly Foundation 
Olga Hawn (University of North Carolina) 
Katrin Heucher (Gronen University) 
Emilio Marti (Erasmus University) 

Nov. 9 Peer Meeting  

Dec. 14 
Find Your Voice: Position Yourself 
in Academic Conversations 

Valentina De Marchi (Ramon Llull University) 
Lorenzo Skade (European University Viadrina) 
Winner AOM ONE-SIM Award 2026 

Jan. 18 Peer Meeting  

Feb. 12 
Create Impact Through 
Collaboration 

Katy DeCelles (University of Toronto) 
Melissa Thomas-Hunt (University of Virgina)  
Shivaang Sharma (University College London) 

Mar. 15 Peer Meeting  

Apr. 8  
Teach for Impact: Leverage 
pedagogy and mentorship to drive 
local change 

René Bohnsack (Catholic University of 
Portugal) 
Anna Kim (McGill University) 
Molly Weinstein (Northwestern University) 

May 18 Peer Meeting  

Jun. 3 
Shape the Future: Identify emerging 
challenges and address them 
through responsive research 

Lindsey Cameron (University of Pennsylvania) 
Matthew Grimes (University of Cambridge) 
Marleen Wierenga (Norwegian University of 
Science and Technology) 

Jun. 21 Final Peer Event with Presentations  

 
Mentees will learn from accomplished scholars and each other over the course of monthly 
meetings, alternating between mentoring and peer-to-peer sessions. The program is conducted 
virtually and every member is expected to attend and prepare for every meeting. Peer 
meetings run from 10 to 11am ET. Mentorship events are from 10 to 11:30am ET. Preparation 
includes submitting updated documents and reflections to a shared Dropbox.  
 
If you are interested in joining, please submit your application via this Google Form by 
August 30, 2026. Applications should include: an up-to-date CV and a motivation letter 
highlighting your vision for and engagement with impactful research (2 pages). Everyone is 
invited to apply. Priority will be given to candidates who have defended their dissertation within 
the last five years or are in the last year of their PhD program. 

https://forms.gle/aGyPyDm8bv4mPdhn7

